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Subject: [EXTERNAL] Updated Guidance and Supporting Documents to
Assist Schools Responding to cases of COVID-19

 <ra-educationsecretary@pa.gov> Fri, Jan 14, 1:30 PM (11 days 
to
ED, Secretary of Ed Res Acct

Sending on behalf of the Pennsylvania Department of Health

Dear Colleague,

In response to recent changes from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on quaranti
and isolation periods, the Pennsylvania Department of Health (DOH) is issuing updated guidance and
supporting documents to assist schools responding to cases of COVID-19.

The DOH’s guidance on quarantine and isolation periods aligns with the recent updates issued by the
CDC. Schools should follow DOH’s Health Alert (PA-HAN) on COVID-19 Isolation and Quarantine
Period Clarification for the General Population released on January 7.

The Responding to COVID-19 Case(s) in Schools available on PDE’s website has been updated to ref
the updated guidance outlined in the PA-HAN. For additional information, schools are encouraged to
review the CDC’s guidance on quarantine and isolation for K-12 schools.

In addition to the updated guidance, DOH updated the notification letters for schools to communicate
next steps for cases and close contacts. The updated letters reflect changes to quarantine and isolation
periods and are available in both English and Spanish. School administrators can access the letters
through PDE’s Future Ready Comprehensive Planning Portal (FRCPP). Only registered administrator
have access to the FRCPP; your Local Security Administrator can grant access to users. If you do not
know who your Local Security Administrator is, you can find this information by going to “Find my
Security Administrator” on the main page in MyPDESuite.

As a reminder, schools should continue to report aggregate case and close contact numbers to DOH on
a week on Fridays. Reports can be submitted using this survey link. Schools should continue to send
urgent technical assistance and public health consultation requests to DOH at RA-DHK12Epi@pa.gov

https://support.google.com/mail/answer/30719?hl=en#attached_messages
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2022-619-1-7-UPD-COVID-19%20Isolation.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/RespondingtoCases/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-contact-tracing/about-quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-contact-tracing/about-isolation.html
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Comprehensive%20Planning/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Pages/MyPDESuite.aspx
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/c61a643a71f342d1afcfb1a5cc3e44a4
mailto:RA-DHK12Epi@pa.gov

